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Hello, listening friends.
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It’s always a pleasure to know that you have
tuned in and listen to this program,
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and, we carefully choose series of messages
that would help you in your growing with
Christ;
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and, today, we’re going to begin a new, short
series of messages.
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It is entitled, “Shortcuts and Backtracking,”
XA ZR AN HEI AR HE TEAR AT [B] IE#K

and it comes from the Book of Ruth.
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| want to begin by talking about shortcuts.
HoE, WANERIRH 4.

I am known to my family and friends that,
when | drive, | like shortcuts,
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and my reasoning for looking for shortcuts is to
save time;
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but do I really save time?
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Not really.
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My shortcuts take me a long way away from
where | want to go;
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and, sometimes, it takes me to dead-end streets.
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What | am firmly learning is that shortcuts are
more painful than they are worth.
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Shortcuts in driving can be bad enough;
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but shortcuts in other areas of life can be
disastrous.
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Let me give you some examples.
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Shortcuts to prosperity, without hard work and
honesty and integrity, can lead to prison, or
even worse.
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Shortcuts to morality, without God, will lead to
amorality and disintegration.
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Shortcuts to success, without paying the price
for it, will lead to lying, cheating and ending up
in disgrace.
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Not so long ago, there was a story printed in
one of the magazines.
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It was about a brilliant young student.
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He forged letters of recommendations for a
fellowship grant.
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His forgery was discovered.
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When it was investigated and he was found
guilty, he left the university in disgrace.

i EZ ), SRS, b R
NP N

o Bz 2 i
HEeS 8o s I



26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

Sometimes, shortcuts lead to death.
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In the Book of Acts,
TEAEEAT A%,

Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit
and the Apostles.
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Their dead bodies were carried out of the
church at that very moment they lied.
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Even at their best, shortcuts can take you a long
way from home.
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This was the case in the life of a good Hebrew
family who lived in the days of the Judges.

FELITIF AR, — N RAR LT A A R K RE
KA TR DL

Let me tell you about those days.
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That period of time was after Joshua, who
succeeded Moses.
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It was before Samuel, the Prophet, who
anointed Saul and David to be Kings.
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Those days were horrible days in the life of
God’s people.
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Those days were not unlike our days.
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Repeatedly, the historical Book of Judges tells
us that everyone did what is right in their own
eyes.
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Again and again, God would send His people a
Judge to deliver them from their enemies;
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but, as soon as they were delivered, they would
go back to their life of compromise.
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In the midst of this chaos and confusion, there
is a story of one family who decided to take a
shortcut to prosperity.
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Oh, but, alas, they ended up in the dead-end
street of tragedy, sorrow and pain.
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Oh, but, thank God, the story of that family
does not end there.
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We will see how God’s grace overrules and
overrides, even our foolish shortcuts.
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We will see how the grace of God does bring
good out of bad.
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We will see how God’s grace brings joy out of
deep sorrow.
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Now, turn with me, if you have your Bible, to
the Book of Ruth.
WRIRA X4, 2.

Let us see how this family of Elimelech, who
thought that they were buying a ticket to

Heaven on earth, ended up in the graveyard of
Moab.
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If Ruth, Chapter 1, teaches us anything, it
teaches us this:
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spiritual shortcuts will always lead to disastrous
dead-ends.
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If you think you can be a discerning believer
without spending time with God, think again.
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If you think that you can be a woman of God or
a man of God without studying and poring over
the Word of God, think again.
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If you think that you can be super-spiritual
without being a super-servant, think again.
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If you think that you can substitute fame and
reputation for character and integrity, think
again.
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If you think that you can get away with God’s
blessings without being financially faithful in
your giving back to Him, think again.
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The Book of Ruth is a magnificent little book.
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It teaches us a great deal about ordinary people
doing ordinary things.
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No, I'1l take that back.
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It teaches us, most of all, about an
extraordinary God who does extraordinary
things.
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| want to talk to you about three things
regarding spiritual shortcuts.
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First of all,
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shortcuts give some comfort.
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Secondly,
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shortcuts have inevitable consequences.
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Thirdly,
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shortcuts have only one way to cure;
WA — A IMERT LB IR E AR 1) B
so, let me repeat those.
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Shortcuts give you false comfort.
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Secondly, it has severe consequences;
B ERWRTEE R,

and, finally, there’s only one cure.
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Elimelech and his family left the House of
Bread—Bethlehem.
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Why?
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Because they ran out of food and thought that

they had to find a solution outside of God’s
people and God’s land.
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Please listen to me very carefully.
AT 4ur it

How you act and where you go when you are in
a crisis situation says a great deal about your
spiritual discernment.
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Elimelech and his family did not go to another

part of Israel, but they went to the land called,
“Moab”.
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Moab was not very far geographically, but it
was on the other side of the world spiritually.
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On a clear day, you could see the fields of
Moab from the ridges outside of Bethlehem.
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These green fields of Moab beckoned
Elimelech day after day after day when things
got rough where he was living.

24 DAAMOK 3y 55 i DR o AR AR X A P Ff
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He finally packed up the family wagon and
headed for Moab.
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People in Moab were like the secular-minded
people of our day.

FESIN S 5 AR AR AL

They were absorbed in finding the secret to
prosperity without hard work.
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Their children, like our children, want at a very

early age what their parents had to work hard
for for decades.
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God told Israel that He will bless them only
when they are obedient;

PR R W LB, G SR ARATT A
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but, when they got into the Promised Land,
they said, “We can have it both ways.
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We can get the blessings from Yahweh and live
in disobedience.”

B SRA T 38 e, R ] DAAS 21 B AT 46
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Oh, they didn’t call it, “disobedience.”
AT AS I fgepeid, 7

They called it other things.
AT S FRIE

They called it, “go with the flow.”

f AT Al PR BRI, 7

They called it, “everybody does it these days.”
AR E N “AZEE. 7

They called it, “times have changed.”
fiAIbRE Ny AR, 7

Oh, let me tell you, times may have changed,
but God has not changed.

W, YRR, BAEEARE N, H
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92. In those days of the Book of Judges, even the
most faithful believers were caught between
doing the will of God and conforming to the
fertility cults of Canaan.
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93. They went to Yahweh when they were in crisis;
LAt E B G, AT e SR ER AN
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94. and, then, they turned to Baal when times were
good.
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95. You can see that happening today, can you not?
SR, WREFER] LLE BRI HE R E, A
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96. Well, just as Elimelech and his family began to
get comfortable in their newfound prosperity in
Moab,
FIULE DA DK B R0 At 1) 4 58 A8 BE M 22 J,
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97. tragedy struck.
KRAETFIG T o

98. Step two occurred.
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99. They suffered the consequences.

F AT 32 B E SEAT T R IR S R
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1. Itold you first there’s an initial comfort;
Wik, WITiRSA — mk;

2. but, then, there is consequence.

EAA, tfIging 2] 12k,

3. Comfort without God’s permission has a deadly
consequence.

AR T ES, P EEETZ K.

4. Comfort away from God can have disastrous

consequences.
MBS ET I, il B JE R
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These consequences can be immediate, as in
the Book of Ruth, Chapter 1, verses 3 and 4;
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or, they can have long term consequences, as

we will see in the Book of Ruth, Chapter 1,
verses 4 and 5.
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Consequences sometimes hit suddenly,
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especially to those believers who cease to
discern God’s voice;
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or it can take a long time.
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Here, in the Book of Ruth, were very, very few
warning signs, if any;
FERRAFICIX R, L3 10 SO0 AT ] 2
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and | want to tell you a lot more about the
consequences of shortcuts;

PIEE T PRIRVF 2 K T EREAR Pty KK A
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but, to prepare your mind for the next
broadcast, | want to just tell you the following:
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Elimelech died.
AR A0 T o

His widow, Naomi, placed her hopes on her
two sons,
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and, the two sons became more comfortable
outside of God’s will.

XA LT[R IZ AR R O R
They married two local girls.
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You remember one of God’s clearest
instructions to the people of Israel was not to
marry pagans.

BA LTS, MIF RS LA, AE
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They did it anyway;
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and one of God’s clearest instructions in the

New Testament is for believers not to be
unequally yoked,;
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but Christians do it anyway.
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Listen to this one more time.
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Shortcuts and short-term decisions will prove to
have long-term consequences.
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I’'m going to tell you how long it took for this
family;
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and | want to tell you that in the next broadcast.
FE TR Hp, R TR & IR
Please tune in so you can listen to the rest of
this program.

RIARAZ I USCT A2F BAE B

Until then, I wish you God’s richest blessings.
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